HRGPs4 are a diverse family of cell wall proteins including extensins, hydroxyproline-rich lectins of the Solanaceae, and arabinogalactans (7, 8) . HRGPs can comprise as much as 15% of the cell wall dry weight. Pathogen-induced accumulation ofextensin-like HRGPs and the correlation ofincreased cell wall HRGP with increased pathogen resistance are documented (3, 4) . The precise function of HRGPs in the plant's response to pathogens is unknown, but they may provide a structural matrix for lignification, or they may agglutinate microbial pathogens (5, 9) .
We have analyzed the structure and expression of members of a gene family that encodes HRGPs in sunflower (Helianthus annuus) (Table I, Fig. 1 
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